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A Chance for Peace and Reconciliation at Genoa 


_— European statesmen capable of working 
. together for the common interests of all 
The 


which opened April 10, will give the answer. 


European peoples? Genoa Conference, 
Despite the drastic limitation of the agenda, be- 
cause of the demand of France that there be no 
discussion of reparations, disarmament, or the 
recognition of Russia (save on rigorous terms), 
and despite the absence of America, the presence 
of all European states—ex-enemies, neutrals, 
Russia and the Allies (including South Africa, 
Australia, Canada, Ireland, but not India)—on 
an essential basis of equality—gives reason for 
hope that at last, nearly three and one half years 
after the Armistice, a beginning is to be made 


towards real peace and reconciliation. 


Agenda 

The following articles of the program indicate 
the official scope of the Conference: 

1. Refers to an examination of best methods 
for the execution of the resolution passed at 
Cannes on January 6 in reference to the recog- 
nition of Russia. 

2. “The establishment of peace on a solid 
basis.” 

3. “The essential conditions for the re-estab- 
lishment of confidence, without affecting 
ing treaties.” 


exist- 


4. Financial questions: 
(a) 
(b) 
(c) 


Currency 
Central banks 
Public finance in connection with recon- 
struction 
(d) Exchange 
(e) Organization of public and private credit 
5. Discussion of general economic problems 
such as commerce, tariffs, protection of industry. 


Recognition of Russia 
Just before Poincaré’s dramatic succession to 
power, Lloyd George, at the meeting of the Su- 
preme Council at Cannes, induced Briand to 
agree to certain terms as the conditions of recog- 
nition of the Soviet Government (for text of 
Cannes resolution, see F. P. A. Bulletin of Jan- 
uary 13). Russia has already tacitly accepted 
these conditions by going to Genoa. All of the 
European states, by participating in the Con- 
ference with Chicherin, the Soviet Foreign Min- 
ister, and his fellow representatives, have tacitly 
though not yet formally, recognized the de facto 
character of the Soviet control. It now depends 
largely upon the common sense and good faith 
of the Russian and French governments whether 
Russia is to be formally welcomed back into the 
society of nations. If this result is achieved 
Genoa will have more than justified itself, ever 
if nothing else be done there. . 


1 


Disarmament 

Article II. of the agenda does not refer to 
limitation of armaments. It was generally be- 
lieved, however, that under this heading pro- 
posals might be made for the reduction of mili- 
tary burdens. Unfortunately, on the opening 
day of the Conference, Barthou, head of the 
French delegation, spectacularly dashed these 
hopes. He met the suggestion made by Chich- 
erin, the Soviet Foreign Minister, that “Russia 
was perfectly willing to reduce her army, pro- 
vided other nations reduce theirs and promise to 
let Russia alone” by categorically announcing 
that if Chicherin or anyone else proposed the 
discussion of disarmament at Genoa, the answer 
of France was “a definite, categorical, decisive, 


final NO.” 
Reparations and Allied Debts 


Reparations cannot even be discussed, because 
France will not permit it. Allied debts cannot be 
discussed with profit because the chief creditor, 
America, is absent. However, it does not follow 
that the solution of these two vital and inti- 
mately related problems will not be advanced by 
informal exchanges of opinion. But until the 
government of the United States has, on these 
two questions, a policy which President Harding 
and Secretary Hughes are prepared to support 
vigorously, both at home and abroad, there can 
be no basic solution of the world problems of 
finance and trade. 


Palliatives 
Clearly within the scope of the agenda are 
such helpful but partial measures of co-opera- 
tion as outlined by John Maynard Keynes in the 
first of a series of reports on the Conference 
for the New York World: 

“A currency union for re-establishing the 
gold standard; a customs and transit agree- 
ment for reciprocal release from unnecessary 
impediments to the movement of goods and 


persons; a commercial agreement for trade 

—_ £ re a ae ae 
tne’ paracrpating’ powers ‘and those of Russia, 
or an incorporated trading body for aiding the 


movement of capital and credit to impov- 
erished areas.” 


Germany and the Allies 
Second in importance only to the possible 


establishment of normal relations betwee 
and the 


re- 
n Russia 
rest of the world is the re-admission of 
Germany, as an equal, to a conference of Euro- 
pean states. Since the war France has consist- 
ently and vigorously protested ag 
with her ex-enemy on this basis. 
was secured only by paying the high price of 
excluding from the Genoa discussions any con- 
sideration of treaty revision. Nevertheless. the 
presence of Germany at the council table matin 
real progress. If Germany, following the excel 
lent impression created by Chancellor Wirth 
initial statement, has the good sense to 


ainst conferring 
his concession 


’ 
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